
















Four factors which explains the level of 
concern
• 8 of the 16 National Archives - that is 50% - have suffered some 

catastrophe attributed to this phenomenon in recent years. 

• Puts the infrastructure of the institutions at risk 

• May increase budgets 

• Might produce serious negative effect on the health of archives staff.







Analysis of emergency plans

Variables which were considered: 

(1) country 

(2) date of creation or last update

(3) level of scope (national, 
regional, institutional)

(4) objectives 

(5) risks or emergencies for which 
it was designed 

(6) team or creation unit. 

Main findings / Conclusions

• None of the emergency plans of 
the six National Archives 
consulted explicitly mention 
climate change. 

• The real capacity of these 
institutions to plan, prevent and 
react to new disasters caused by 
climate change is almost non-
existent. 





What are currently doing National Archives? 



Costa Rica y Salvador

• The National Archive of Costa 
Rica has a work plan with well-
defined goals and indicators 
provided by its Environmental 
Management Commission. 

• The General Archive of the 
Nation of El Salvador stated that 
it has designed "an 
environmental impact regulation 
aimed at generating best 
practices in the exercise of its 
functions".



Feasibility 

• 10 National Archives (62%) 
indicated that it was very likely 
to implement four types of 
green practices in the next five 
years:

• (1) reducing the use of polluting 
materials in archival processes,

• (2) reducing unnecessary use of 
electrical energy, 

• (3) reducing water usage levels 
and 

• (4) recycling paper used in the 
work. 
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