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HISTORY AND FACTS I

- result of decades of work by Dr Meinhard
Stark

- cooperation between the Federal Foundation 
and the Department of Eastern European 
History at the University of Bonn

- Federal Foundation by legal mandate good 
repository and obliged to maintain archive



HISTORY AND FACTS II

- approx. 280 interviews with former Gulag 
prisoners and partly with their relatives

- interviews since Nov. 1989

- in total about 1,200 hours

- additionally photos, copies from Soviet files, 
personal documents and memorabilia

- interviews and documents are digitised









MAKING ACCESSIBLE THROUGH ARCHIVAL

DESCRIPTION I

nationality citizenship

religionpolitical
orientationeducation job

name surname

birth dates



MAKING ACCESSIBLE THROUGH ARCHIVAL

DESCRIPTION II

year and place of imprisonment
year, court and place 
of sentencing

paragraphs and 
prison sentence

detention details
rehabilitation

centre of life after release



THE PATH TO THE PUBLIC I

- separate sub-page on foundation website: 
https://www.bundesstiftung-
aufarbeitung.de/de/recherche/archiv/gulag-
zeitzeugenarchiv

https://www.bundesstiftung-aufarbeitung.de/de/recherche/archiv/gulag-zeitzeugenarchiv


THE PATH TO THE PUBLIC II

- excerpts from currently 19 interviews in a total 
length of approx. eleven hours

- access via names and content

- all interview clips with photos and other 
documents from the interviewees' lives plus 
rehabilitation

- German language, no foreign language version



Introduction of the Gulag 
Eyewitness Archive and access 
to the individual interview clips



Introduction of the interviewee with 
short biography, interview clip, access 
to interview chapters, image material, 
rehabilitation certificate, transcription 
for download etc.



THE PATH TO THE PUBLIC III

Screenshot: Additional information

didactic material and experiential 
podcasts for the classroom

documentary features (audio)

documentaries (references to films)

finding aid

Gulag-related events of the 
foundation for streaming



THE PATH TO THE PUBLIC IV
didactic material and 
experiential podcasts for the 
classroom

didactic material for school 
lessons to download

summary of all statements, e.g. on 
“Imprisonment, conviction, transport“ or 
“Prison life and forced labour”



THE PATH TO THE PUBLIC V

Screenshot: Documentary features

audio documentary features in a current total length of about six hours





THE PATH TO THE PUBLIC VI

Screenshot: Information events

information events of the Federal Foundation for the Study of the 
Communist Dictatorship in Eastern Germany in the Gulag Witness 
Context online



CONTACT

Bundesstiftung zur Aufarbeitung der SED-Diktatur

(Federal Foundation for the Study of the Communist 
Dictatorship in Eastern Germany)

Dr. Matthias Buchholz

Kronenstraße 5 | 10117 Berlin

Fon: +49 (30) 31 98 95-219

E-Mail: m.buchholz@bundesstiftung-aufarbeitung.de
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