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COLD SPRING HARBOR LABORATORY (CSHL), NEW YORK

Meetings & Courses for scientific exchange & technology 
training serve 12 000 annual visiting scientists

Community: 1,100 Employees, 600 Research Staff
56 Research Laboratories



WORLD LEADER IN GENETICS & MOLECULAR BIOLOGY

132 Years – Birthplace of Molecular Biology

1st institution in the country to conduct genetics 
research

8 Nobel Prize Winners

Focus on Young Scientists

Prestigious National Cancer Institute designation 
since 1987

Human Genome Project Planned at CSHL



COLD SPRING HARBOR LABORATORY ARCHIVES

The CSHL Archives has been collecting unique materials
relating to breakthrough discoveries and world-recognized
research from 1890 to the present time, documenting the
history of molecular biology, genetics, and biotechnology
worldwide and 132-year history of Cold Spring Harbor
Laboratory, New York.

Our Goals:
- Identify, acquire, preserve, digitize original materials
- Provide worldwide access to organized original materials 
and digital collections
- Broad educational and scholarly program based on archival 
collections



• The Genentech Special Collection's holdings include 
papers of Sydney Brenner, Matthew Meselson, Elof
Carlson, Walter Gilbert, Hermann J. Muller, Bruce 
Wallace, Charles Weissmann, Charles Yanofsky, and 
Norton Zinder

• Also contains rare scientific reprints collected 
between 1868 and 1960 by Charles B. Davenport and 
Milislav Demerec; these number over 90,000 reprints 

• The Oral History Collection, which consists of 230 
video interviews with pioneers and prominent 
contemporary scientists in molecular biology and 
biotechnology, is also a part of the Genentech Special 
Collection

• The institutional Archives holdings include Collections 
of Predecessor Institutions, such as Brooklyn Institute 
of Arts and Sciences, Carnegie Institution of 
Washington, Eugenics Record Office, Long Island 
Biological Association & Banbury Conference Center

• Personal Collections such as Charles Davenport, Alfred 
D. Hershey, Barbara McClintock, James D. Watson, 
Carol Greider to name a few 

• Other Institutional Collections include CSHL Symposia 
Collection, CSHL Meetings and Courses Collection, Rare 
Books Collections, Audiovisual Collection, among 
others 

Institutional Archives –

31 Collections,  1,800 Linear Feet

Personal Collections–

13 Collections,  2,537 Linear Feet

INSTITUTIONAL & PERSONAL COLLECTIONS – 4,337 LF



Alfred Day Hershey
Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or Medicine, 
1969 

Hermann J. Muller
Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or 
Medicine, 1946 

James D Watson
Nobel Prize in 

Physiology or 
Medicine, 1962

Barbara 
McClintock
Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or 
Medicine, 1983

Sydney Brenner
Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or 

Medicine, 2002 

Francis H.C. Crick
Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or 

Medicine, 1962

Wally Gilbert
Nobel Prize in 

Chemistry, 
1980 

Carol Greider
Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or 

Medicine, 2009

With the support of BGI
CSHL Archives enables to continue our 

mission of exploring and disseminating 
the history of genetics, molecular 

biology, and biotechnology worldwide 
based upon the unique materials within 

the
BGI Nobel Laureates Collections

BGI NOBEL LAUREATES ARCHIVES



Barbara McClintock, 1941 In 1952. Alfred Hershey with 

laboratory technician Martha 

Chase proved that DNA 

carried genetic information

Waring blender used in the 

Hershey-Chase experiment in 

1952

The Drosophila laboratory at Austin, Texas. 

Hermann J. Muller used a jeweler's loupe to 

examine flies. 1920s

Jacques Monod & Sydney Brenner at CSHL, 1961. 

(top left & right:) original manuscript, experiment 

results for “An Unstable Intermediate Carrying 

Information From Genes to Ribosomes For Protein 

Synthesis” by Brenner, Jacob and Meselson 

published in Nature, 1961

UC @ Berkeley Department of Molecular 

Biology, ca. 1985

Carol Greider rotation Notebook from Elizabeth 

Blackburn Laboratory, 83-84

Press Conference, Harvard 

University on announcement of 

Walter Gilbert’s Nobel Prize Award, 

October 1980.
Francis Crick in the 

Lab, ca. 1950s

Letter between Francis Crick and

Maurice Wilkins regarding the

structure of DNA, 1951

Corn cob from McClintock’s work 

on transposable genes, with 

handwritten label, ca. 1960s

BGI NOBEL LAUREATES ARCHIVES HIGHLIGHTS



Digital Archive includes digitized and born-digital collections such as oral histories, History of Science 

Meetings, recent decades of Cold Spring Harbor Symposia.

Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Digital Archive



CENTER FOR HUMANITIES AND HISTORY OF MOLECULAR BIOLOGY  

Founded in 2018 The Center promotes 
humanistic understandings of modern 
biology and medicine and offers a variety
of educational programs. 

We organize public events, host virtual and 
physical exhibitions, create and
publish resources for popular and scholarly 

audiences. 
The center also awards a range of visiting 
fellowships and internships.



ORAL HISTORY COLLECTION AT CSHL

http://library.cshl.edu/oralhistory/interview/misc/biotechnology/tessier-lavigne-research-at-
genentech/

http://library.cshl.edu/oralhistory/interview/misc/biotechnology/tessier-lavigne-research-at-genentech/


Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory International meetings on History of Science

Proceedings from our Meetings 
on the History of Science are all 

available online:

http://library.cshl.edu/Meetings/
History-of-Science/

http:///
https://www.cshl.edu/education/center-for-humanities/history-of-science-meetings/


HIV/AIDS Research: Its History & Future

.

• 3 day meeting
• 49 talks of HIV/AIDS pioneers
• 12 hours a day talks about the past

and debate the future
• 130 participants

History of Science 
Meeting at CSHL,
2016



From Anthony Fauci’s talk

1984

Fauci showed a photo of himself testifying before 
a congressional hearing, which he said he has done 
245 times since taking the job—often about the 
HIV/AIDS budget and other issues related to the epidemic. He did it because he didn’t 
think AIDS research was heading in the right direction



This project consisted of two parts: 

1. 49 talks, discussions and panels from the October 2016 history of science meeting 
“HIV/AIDS Research: Its History and Future,” with a combined length of about 24 hours 
of video have been transcribed edited, annotated and indexed. 

2. 209 CSHL Oral History videotaped conversations with participants in the molecular 
and genomic revolutions (each video varying in length from 15 to 60 minutes) were 
transcribed, indexed, and annotated. 

The project was supported by the US National Endowment for the Humanities

Oral Histories of Biology, Medicine, and Pandemic Response 
project, June 15 - October 12, 2020



Project Team

Ludmila Pollock
Executive Director, 
Library & Archives 

Project Director

Clare Clark
Institutional Archivist

Daniel Liu
Humanities Scholar, 

Historian of Life 
Sciences

Sam Steward
Digital Media 

Specialist

Any questions the HS has about given individuals, 
names, topics, or events are brought to the Project 
Director and Institutional Archivist, who answer 
directly or consult our collections for answers.



Oral Histories of Biology, Medicine, and Pandemic Response 

1

24+ hours of video were resulted in a transcript of over 211,000 words, to which were added:

1,291 cross-indexed terms in six categories (people, theories, places/institutions, tools, and

organisms), many of which double as glossary entries;

866 unique citations, and likely 900–1000 total citations across all 49 talks and panels.

RESULT OF THE PROJECT:



“ORAL HISTORIES OF BIOLOGY, MEDICINE, AND PANDEMIC RESPONSE”



Anthony Fauci – transcription of the talk

Each transcript includes:
Name of the session
Title of the talk
Speaker’s affiliation
Links to:
- People
- Scientific/medical terminology
- Institutions
- Places
- Abbreviation 



PEPFAR Program

Fully hyperlinked Index
of topics and themes

PEPFAR has been mentioned in
the other talks 
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Science , 1983



At gathering of HIV/AIDS 
pioneers, raw memories mix 

with current conflicts.

Promotion



Promotion: ARCHIVESSPACE



Documentary Filmmaker 
Staffan Hildebrand, 
Stockholm, SWEDEN 



COUNTRIES UTILIZING WEBSITE

Users from 123 countries 
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